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850 Ridge Avenue


Suite 301


Pittsburgh, PA 15212


Office: (412) 321-8440

Fax: (412) 321-4088


The following is a description of facts surrounding an incident involving the University of Delaware on Saturday, May 14, 2011 at the Comfort Inn New Columbia, the Official Host Hotel of the 2011 North Atlantic Regional Tournament.

Incident:

After the conclusion of the 2011 North Atlantic Regional Tournament, North Atlantic Regional Director Peter Chalfin received a phone call from Comfort Inn Sales Manager Carlonnie Hoover, explaining that the University of Delaware Club Baseball team was no longer welcome at the hotel due to their behavior from the previous weekend.  Chalfin then requested a written account of what had taken place.  On Thursday, May 19th, Chalfin received an e-mail from Hoover with two attachments featuring written accounts of the events that unfolded as witnessed by members of the hotel staff.  Both accounts are copied below:

1)  i will break this down into parts so as not to get confusing, but all of these events are from my perspective from working third shift 11:00 pm - 7:00 am on saturday May 14th, 2011.

-around 11:00 pm on 5-14, i arrived at the hotel and was informed that the Delaware team was noisy and already had been told about six times to keep the noise down. around 12:00 am, i recieved a call to the desk from a guest near the team's rooms that the hallway was extremely loud. I went up to the hallway and immediately heard noise of people talking out in the hallway. I counted about 12 boys and 2 girls drinking and speaking at above indoor level voices. I said for all of them to go back into their rooms, and quiet down. A beer can was thrown on the floor.

-Upon arriving back down at the desk there was a police officer standing in the lobby. It was for an unrelated issue, but i informed him of the noise and the drinking and he said if any more problems to give the department a call.

-i recieved another call from the room prior, and said i would deal with it. i walked up to the hallway again and saw both sets of fire prevention doors closed with something spilled all over both doors. Upon approaching the hallway and turning the corner, all the boys from these teams fled to their rooms. i walked back down to the lobby and awaited the police. In the meantime the pizza delivery guy arrived and i asked if he could count the gentleman out in the hall - he said none, which i found surprising. So i walked up again. and found no one out in the hall.

-i came back down to the desk and there was a guest waiting to tell me that he was not getting any sleep because of the noise above his room. he had told me that he was watching Richie Rich with his roommates. I found the team roster online which listed all team members as well as date of births, marked which members were in which rooms, and which were under age. The police arrived shortly after. They walked up, said they saw about six boys out in the hall, and spoke with them to remain quiet.

-after yet another complaint i walked up for another time, and saw once again the doors closed, one boy crawling backwards out into the hall and two other boys fleeing to their rooms. i told the boy on the floor to go back into his room and be quiet, and i preceded downstairs to call the police again.

-after they arrived i told him i would walk up with him, and approach these boys myself with the police present. we saw about 5 or 6 out in the hall when we arrived, and i flagged down three of them and said i needed to speak with the coach immediately. They didnt know where charlie ward was , but gathered another individual whose name is beyond me, and i told them specifically no more noise or they would be out of the hotel. the police reconfirmed this demand, and backed it up with potential arrests if this was not met.

-the rest of the evening continued with what im sure was quiet for i had no more noise complaints.

but to sum up the evening from 11:00 pm until 7:00 am:

-6 complaints

-2 police calls

-5 trips to the hallway

-1 room call

-$60 credited

AND THAT WAS ONLY ON MY SHIFT

Mike Knauer

Guest Service Agent

2) Came to work on Sunday 5/15/11 and Darin,the front desk clerk, filled me in on some issues we were having. He told me that Univ. of Del. Rooms 234,236,237,238,239 and 240 had to have the police called on them the night before.

At around 10:30-11:00 a.m. the team started gathering their things. I mentioned to one of the guys that the rooms were trashed and he said “I will help you get some trash out of this room”.  Which was room 239. The smell of beer was horrible and the room was just disgusting.  There were brownies and sugar cookies smashed and smeared into the carpet,beer was spilled also. Every nightstand was sticky from dried beer,gum was stuck on mirror behind the T.V., mirror by bathroom and the closet mirrors were horribly smeared with lotion or something like that. The bathroom had brownies smushed on the floor,in the grout cracks,tub stopper was broken tub was gross, blankets and bedspreads reeked of beer.

Room 234 beer cans on floor ,in bathroom and behind door. Pizza crusts all over the floor which was infested with ants. Chewing tobacco cans on floor. Two pillows missing and a fleece blanket.

Room 240 –smelled like a brewery. Beer cans all over,pizza boxes and pizza scattered all over floor. Trash was piled in front of dresser,chips smashed on carpet, all stands sticky,carpet wet and sticky.

Rooms had to be put out of order for 3 days to get cleaned ,shampooed and repaired.

Brittany Linn

Executive Housekeeper

After reviewing the received documents, Chalfin then contacted Delaware Club President Kevin Johnson, offering an opportunity to state his defense before a ruling was made.  A deadline of Monday, August 30, 2011 was set for Delaware to provide a statement.  No such statement was received by the NCBA by the set deadline.

The incident described above is considered conducting baseball operations in a manner deemed unacceptable by NCBA standards.

Disciplinary Action: The University of Delaware Club Baseball team will be placed on probation for both the 2012 and 2013 seasons.  During the 2012 season the Delaware Club Baseball Team will be post-season INELIGIBLE.  During the 2013 season, the Delaware Club Baseball team will be post-season ELIGIBLE, but only if they win their Conference.  The Delaware Club Baseball team will be INELIGIBLE to receive an “at-large” bid to post-season play during the 2013 NCBA Season.
Peter Chalfin

Director of DI Baseball Operations
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